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Mapping native vegetation communities
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The Manve Vegetauon Mapping Program (NVMP
is 4 NSW Government inmiative managed hy
Department of Infrastructore, Planning and Nawral
Resources;

The NVMP consists of 3 mapping teamis bazed at
Armidale, Dubbo and Wagea Whgga, Each mapping
team is focused on producing native vegeration maps
at A0 0o seale for the aorthern, cenrreal and
southern sections of NSW. Mapping is undertaken
in pn'{:r'jl'jl.' areas and all nanve VEECTHON COmmuaines
are being mapped incduding woody and non-woody,
Of particular significance is the mapping of non-
woody grassland communities, a sk oo usully
undertaken in state-wide vegeranion mapping
ProgTams.

Thestrucrure and composition of native vegeranon
communitics is based oninformaton gathered duaring
botanical survevs: Botamses collect plant species
mfurmanon from hundreds of strvey sites. These
sites are randomly allocated across differenr landform,
soil and climate regions in order 1o obtain a
representanve sample of all vegeation types, A 20
by 200 moarea is surveved at cach site and boranists
colleet plane specimens and record information about

plant sirueture, tvpe, covier and abundance, This
informaton s entered oo a darabase and analvsed
oy identify narve vegetation communitics;

The distrilinen and extent of these communrics is
brised on air photo mterpretanon. This technique s
arded by examining satellite imagery and conducting
rargered fieldwork. The boundanes of a communiny
are delineared and caprutred digitallv using a
Geographic Infrrmation Sestem (GIS) w create a
laver of spatial informanon. Boanical dara is then
combined with this spanal information 1o produce
matve vegetation community maps. These maps can
be used for a wide varery of purposes including,
catchment plannming and saliniy contral,

The accompanving poster tidded Mapping Natdve
Crrazslande of the NEW Riverina illustrates some of
the beautiful natve plants found n the Riverina
region. These plants were found in grassland
communitics identified by the Wagea mapping ream.
The tative vegeranon map shows the distribution and
exrent of these grassland ecommunides, The map also
shows where other types of native yegetation
communitics can be found.



