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Attempting to get the right balance

R, Anderson

“Maneroo™, Moree NSW 244000

Abstract, “Maneroo™ is a 2220 ha mixed Birming property located south-east of Moree, Pastures
have an integral role on the properte. Experiences with both new and old pasture species, fernlisers,
native pastures, and the effects of state legislaton on roatons are described, along with plans tor the

future.

“Maneroo” 15 a mixed farming property situated 38
km south-east of Moree in what 15 normally
considered as a safe rainfall diserict. Tr has anarea of
some 2220 ha, all of which, except about HH) hectares
has; at some stage, been cultvated. Generally, ar any
ane ame, abour 220-270 ha i under some form of
cash erop. The remainder runs livestock, consisting
of Cornedale sheep for prime lambs and wool, and
a breeding herd of Hereford canle, We rely on stoning
our own drought reserves and feeding in dry times.
Sail types are from flooded, 1ch chocolate loams
through to the predonunare self mulching brigatow
grey soils and abour 200 ha of very heavy black soil,
There s about 1200 ha of a lighter sandy ndge that
has been lefr inoits matural heavily ombered, very
diverse state. Average rainfall is about GO0 mm. The
property was first purchased by my father as 3
separate blocks in 1927, The first cash crop was
grown in 1932, The primary reason to move Into
cropping was to get rid of the almost monoculeure
of wiregrass on the creek country and replace it with
lucerne, The first lucerne was established in 1933 or
1934, This was the heginning of rotanonal farming
and improved pasture ar “Maneroo™,

Ten years ago [ addressed this same conference m
Tamworth on my pastures and how | manage them.
At that ome | thoughe I was well along the way 1w
grettingr it tighr, Now 10 years later T feel that, although
I have made some progress, theee s sall a lor more
to bre made. The last 1 vears have been more ones
of consolidaton rather than progress, Some of the
seasons have nor been all thar conducve 1o rryving
new varietics or techniques, but have provided
experience with what we have,

The deought we have just been through, although
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certainly showed up some strengths and weaknesses
of the varous tvpes of pastures As the drought
tightened irs grp, the introduced grasses such as
Hambatsi panic and purple pigeon grass tarally closed
divarn, The lucerne, on the other hand, was cthe baste
to shut dewn. Meanwhile, the nanve grassland
provided dry feed well after the others had been de-
stocked. The dry feed mav have had Hede value in
itself, bur ar least it provided some bulk which could
be supplemented. This eventally cut our, but well
after the athers. When the droughe did break in this
area with: substantial rains, the naove grasses were
the first 1o be able 1o be stocked, The exotics were
not far behind them, and when they did ake-off
provided more bulk in a sharrer nime. Some lucerne
stands totally died oue, Those that did nor were the
first to provide a high gquality feed source, This
expetience re-enforced the message that it is the
mixture of species that gves the most sustamnable
grazing rather than any one single species,

| feel that in the past we have been concentrating too
mich on some of the exote grasses; while not puttdng
enough effore into maximising the potenoal of the
narive species. To a large exrent this has been because
ot the simple reason that, in o rotation scene it has,
tor-date, proved o bevery hard o esmablish a nadve
grass pasture, Unfortunately, this still remains the

Cise,

The method 1 had been using to try and eseablish
NAMNVE SrASses Was 10 'Pi-.am an exolic grass into crop
country and to let ie revert back to native grass, By
deang this, the vigorous and competove nature of
the exotics, in the earlv vears; keeps on wop of the
weeds and then, «4s the exotics thin out the mative
species gradually replace them. 1 have used the same
peocess m lucerne stands as well: These stands revert
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to native pastures in & shorter tme, but have the
drawback of needing cleaner country to starr as the
lucerne 15 not as competnve with the weeds

[ have had 1o rethink the strategy of te-establishing
mative grasses in long-term romtions. The vpe of
country | am dealing with 1s primie farming country,
State legislation hag made me verv wary of e
establishing a stand of grassland thar fits into the
defiminon of natve vegeranion, First, we were stuck
wath the "10 vear rule’ which saw me digging up very
goad stands of re-established grassland o keep the
opuon to cash crop farm these paddocks open. We
are now in the progess of convering over to the new
"Mative Vegeration Conservation Act’. Even with this
new Aot where so much can be alrered by tegralation
and knowing the fickleness of Government, I'would
bre-very wary of having a re-established Pasture on
good country thar fits under the defininon of *Native
Yegeration', It does not warrant the risk of Vg up
furure aprons for that counrey.

With the above points in mind, [ have, aver the last
tew vears, chunged direction slighely with regard 1o
pasture. The pasture phase tends o be shorrer amd
thie cropping phase more intense.

We have put more emphasis on improving the quality
of the true nanve grassland, this being the prassland
that has never been farmed. Undoubredly, one of
the best investments | have made in this 'Fe:ga_rd i a
large mulching stasher, This means we ean cover a
lat of ground in a short nme instead of just picking
away at the edies. By appropriate slashing at the dghr
time we have changed the composition of some of
the native grass paddocks. These paddocks were
predominately wiregrass and nor much else. This was
the result of grazing practices of probably 100 vears
go when the country; especially nearer the water was
coannuously flogged. By slashing the grass ar the
appropriate ome, just as the seeds are forming we
have thinned this grass night out and ler the softer
annuals and perennials re-establish, 1t is amazing how
they will come back given the opportunity, This has
turned country of dubious grazing value that may
ntherwise have been desuned for the plough,
regulations allowing, into highly producnve pasture,

Another change of direction we have raken in regard
H pasture management is the use of feraliser, | had
never used fernliser here uanl 3 vears ago: A stand
of Bambatsi panic on'some very heavy black country
was short of a legume. 1 had been wold that this
country had never had nataralised medics in it or

anvthing else much in the wav el herbage. However,
L thoughr T would v and get some smail medic inmo
rhis st To do this | mixed it wirh some SF45 and
put it on with a spreader ar 100 kir/ha The results
were startling Nor so much in the first year bur in
the following enes. Not only was there a pood srrike
of snatl medic but an abundanee of herbs and forbs
that | never knew existed appeared. This has turned
the paddock from g store paddock o dne wirh e
ability to farten, It has also given the grass a new life,
On that experience alone 1 have now decided o use
545 (5F45 15 a high sulfur content superphosphare)
on a regular basis on the grass country and invested
i 4 dlecent spreader for thar PUIPIOSE:

When 1t comes 10 exote grasses we still have not
moved from the 2 mamnstays of purple pigeon fFrass
and Bambatsi panic. Inany trials we have had on the
roperty, they have alwavs been the more domman
ones. There is no doubr rhat the buffiel grasses will
grow and srow well, bur stock seem very reluctant to
cit them and the area | have pur in has now been
pleaghed our 1 have found Bambatsi and putple
pigeon ecasy to cstablish and comperitive against
weeds. However, they are both faitly solid users of
miregen (V) and need o good legume with them.
That has been our main downfall - getring the legume
established. Trving to mux them with lucerne has been
4 toral failure, The best mix to dare has been snail
medic which scems w persist,

Lucerne is sall the number one legume as far as this
property is concerned. There are others on the
horizen nor commercially available ver. The mixnure
of luecerne and sndil medic seemis to have stood tlie
test of nme, Unfortunately, snail medic has been
virnually unprocurille in the las: cauple of seasons
soi s hieen {|1‘|1|‘_‘JP::L] out. When it comes o which
varety of lucerne to sow | am lef pondering 1 wasa
great heliever in Avrora over the vears, but then there
wis o profusion of other varieties on the marker all
with variong clsims and artributes, T have tried most
of these and been impressed by some, but after the
tast few sort out years of hard nmes and losing stands,
Lam really starting to wonder if some of these other
varieties are all that much superior. Considenng the
fact that Aurara is usually readily available, and beinyg
an open variety without 3 PBR, usually much cheaper,
I am tending o think along the lines of poing back
to using it again, One of the reasons that | discarded
1t i the first place was that it seemed w fade out
very quickly afrer vear 6, bur chere does nor seem 1o
be any variety that has done much better. Some of
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the winter active ones miost certainhy have a Tonger
growing season bur are inclined to fade our even
i1uiC]".E‘1.'. In our scenario, where we are MERIng the
lucerne with medics; growing longer into the autumn
can b a disadvanrage as it competes too much against
the germinating medic. The one drawback that
lueerne does have @ thar, althowrh ic does o fantastic
jorby oof erpening up counery and purdng N back in the
soil, it has very lintle residual organic mateer. It is for
this reason 1 am inclined to let some grass Cl‘lﬂ_‘tp back
info it before reeveling back o farming, Ie has one
nther disadvantage when moving back into a cropping
phase. That 1 1t really does dre the profile our w
quite a deprh, Where salinity = 3 problem this may
be no bad thing,

Resedale subterrancan clover has shown upn tnals
om the property as mavhe being Bst enough maranng
tra ser seed before the hor weather bears iamnd 1am
about to expetiment with spreading 1t 1n 4 Bambatsi
stand, Subterrancan clovers ingeneral have potennal
But the ones [ have wied have abwavs énded vp as 3
tine vear wonder because they get caught by the heat
betore serting seed. In legume tals bemg run on
"Maneroa by NEW Agrcultore and the GRIDC, one
specics, t me, has shown great porential. This s a
species called sulla, On the strength of the trial T pur
ina commercial stand kst autumn, The seed came
frowm Mew Zealand and was expensive, We managed
ro get a reasonable serike, bur after 1 drought year we
also had a good sirike of thistdles. A spraving disaster
wiped out justabout everything. A few planes survived
and set seed, and it was interesting o see that those
seeds permunated in the paddock without being re-
incorpotated. This may be a varety saable for
spreading in the future if seed is able 1o be harvested.
There is a problem with the seed being ina very hard
pod which rakes special debulling, My thoughes would

ke tor spread the seed, hull and all, with a spreader. 1
gather sulla 15 not a plane thae will stand abuse, in
that it 1 s grazed o the ground 1wl nor recover. b
14 only ashort wrm perennial (2-3 vears), but has a2
massive amount of growth and | feel 15 worth
p[:rsi::r'm;_t with. 1 have once again managed 1o oboain
seed for a commercial stand of 43 ha and, ar the
timne of writing, this was planted, bur not out of the
ground.

Where do 1 see the futare? 1 would think as far as
mustures g we will persise with a mixture of native
grass, exotic grass and lucerne | see rhe biggest room
for improvement in the legume part of the mix.
Licher berrer vanenes of lucerne or some ocher
legrames, We really need a winter legure. Snail medic
has, to some extent filled that space, but | teel there
are: berrer chings on the horzon. [ eannot see anvthing
replacing lucerne as the predominant summier legume.
Bloat is stll the major drawhack, but we have tound
that by being religious wath the 5 nl vacane and by
avoiding stocking lucerne in that first spring flush
wie have minmmised the losses.

I sec us as always beng romtonal farmers. Any
shiortalls of income in the stocking phase, if there
are any are more than compensated forin the farming
phase. We have, to date heen disease free. This
especially applies 1o crenen ror. Ohur soil has staved
stable and there hag been no increase in salinity or
spdiciee. Although not of & concern in bur area w
{l".ﬂC I.{"'u'ﬂlﬂ AT STATCINE 1o Move ’UP 1 S0ME CONTALOUS
cropping dreas close by, whilst ours are very low and
SEarlc.

It 1s an expensive system requinng infrasrrucrure for

stock sich as fenees, vards, and water, but 1015 a svstem
| feel 15 sustainable over the longer term.



