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Species and cuitivar selection:

Assisting farmers to select pasture varieties

Warren McDonald
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Centre for Crop fmprovement, PMB 944, Tamworth NSW 2340

he number of pasture varietics available to farm-

ers 15 large and will continue to grow, While this
means that we have more options at our disposal to
improve the efficiency of production, it also means
that the choice between varietics is becoming more
difficult,

Plant Breeders Rights (PBR]) legislation has en-
couraged breeders (both agency and private) to re-
lease new varieties, butl there is no requirement to
prove the agronomic ment of a variety, Previously,
breeders regisiered new vaneties with the Herbape
Plant Liaison Commitiees {(now Pasture Variety
Committecs [PVC] in NSW and Victoria), as a
means of demonstrating agronomic merit. The vari-
ety would not be registered if it were not superior in
some respect to other varieties: Extension agencies
would then wse this information as a basis for rec-
ommendations.

A new national merit-testing scheme conducted
by the Australian Pasture Plants Evaluation Com-
mitlee (APPEC) has been commenced, The ap-
proval scheme is run in NSW by NSW PVC Inc,, a
body representing a wide cross section of the indas-
try {(including the Grassland Society of NSW). An
approved list of varieties has been introduced to as-
sist the industey. This is linked o the merit-lesting
scheme for the most important species, so that the
agronomic merit of potential new varieties can be
proven.

It is the responsibility of the owners of a new va-

Table 1. Procedure for testing and approval for release of
new pasture varieties.
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riety to submit it to the PVC for approval, Informa-
tion submitted on a variety must indicate that the
variety is as good as or better than current varieties
on the market. The procedure is different for major
species (e.g. ryegrass, white clover, lucerne) and
other species as shown in Table 1.

This new scheme will ensure that the develop-
ment of new vareties will be controlled, so that
only the best selections will be released as commer-
cial coltivars, and that seed supplies will be readily
available on release. These measures will assist
furmers in making the correct choices for sowing
pastures in the future.




