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A survey of thoroughbred propertics in eastern Aus-
tralia was conducted 1o provide information on
two priority areas of the Rural Industries Research and
Development Corporation, Firstly, to identify and de-
velop improved pasture mixes and management re-
gimes for sustainable land use practices and, secondly,

e improve the extension and training for improved
management.

Methods

The survey examined aspects of soil texture and
pH, fertilizer use, pasture species sown, grazing man-
agement, pasture-related disorders of horses, and man-
agement of weeds and plant pests and diseases, Data
was obtained from detailed interviews with property
managers combined with surveys of representative
paddocks on each property. In order to reflect regional

differences, twelve properties were surveved in cach
of the following five regions: Darling Downs, Hunter
Yalley, NSW coast, NSW westérn slopes/Riverina and
Eurea district

Results and Discussion

In all regions, availability of land on individual
properties was reported as an important constraint lim-
iting management practices. For example, weed con-
trol options were restricted because paddocks could
nat readily be taken out of pasture and into a cropping
phase. Furthermore, the need (o withhold stock follow-
ing herbicide application was a factor which reduced
the use of chemical control. Approximately 205 of
properties surveyed used cattle and/or sheep and these
were considered to be useful tool for weed manage-
ment, even by those not currently using mixed grazing,

The wider use of this option was also limited by land
avalabality, Slashing was a common weed control
practice, and many managers reported that uniform
distribution of herbage rather than windrowing was
preferable.

Fodder conservation was practiced on only 13% of
praperties, and most purchased high quality lucerne
and/or oaten hay. Factors limiung wider use of conser-
vation were |land availability, ‘on-farm' expertise and
perceived risk of low quality of conserved fodder,

Autumn topdressing with superphosphate was normal
practice, even on paslures containing mainly native
species. Only two properties had obvious areas of soil
satinity. and only one had significant soil erosion
problems.
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