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Introduction

In recent years there has been a widespread shift

toward sustainable agriculural syvstems.
Throughout NSW, soil acidity has been shown W be a
limiting factor not favouring this shift (Helyar et al.,
1950), Preliminary research has shown that this prob-
lem exists within the Wellingion region, but more
information is needed 1o define the scope of the prot:-

lem. A projeetl was commenced in Seplember 1990 10
examine the acid soil problem in one disirict (Yeoval)
within the Wellington region,

Method

he project was a cooperalive exercise between

District Agronomist Craig Watson, sixteen
farmers from the Yeoval area, and four student from
U W.S Hawkesbury. The underlying methodology of
lhe project was Action Learning. This was ap-
proached from two directions: (1) Farmers were inter-
viewed 1o gain their perceptions of the problem; and
(2) Soil samples were analysed 1o verify these percep-
tions. A semi-structured interviewing technique was
used to obatin infromation from farmers. Oneor two
soil samples were collected from each propery,
selecting packlocks in which production decline was
apparent. Samples were analysed in USW .S Hawkes-
bury laboratorics,

Table 1: Properties of soils surveyed in the Yeoval area.
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Soil Analysis: A recent Soil Conservation report
indicated that the two major soil types within the
region, were red brown earths (basalt) and non-calcic
brown solls (granite). There was no significant dif-
ference in pH between these two types within the
farms sampled. Analysis of soils sampled are shown
inTakle 1.

Discussion

Bnth soil tests and mierviews showed that soil
acidity is a potential problem in the Yeoval area.

However, alunimium levels are low and would not
appear to limit production, excepl for sensitive
species.  Preliminary research soggests that man-
ganese could be the toxic element in this region, but
further research 1s needed 10 confirm this (P.Orchard,
per: comm. ). As a result of this sindy, an informal
farmer group has formed which will focas initially on
lime trials.
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