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Considerable effort has been put into finding grassee: szitable for sowing in the semi-arid
rangelands of western New South Wales. Relativwen little has been done, however, to
develop native Australian grasses to fulfill the samm: ~oles. Work at Trangie Agricultural
Rescarch Centre is looking at eight pative grass spocces that have potential oo cither the
heavy cracking clays of the Darling and tributary [ized plains or the red earths of the
Cobar-Bourke arca. The species being studied ares

Curly mitchell grass Lapt—ebla lappacea

Common bottlewashers IETECADOgON AVEnaceus
Queensland bluegrass Zhimanthium sericeum
Mulga catse smmrachather paradoxa
White top “parmmonia caespitosa
Neverfail “Ermazmostis setifolia
Redleg grass sBomrziochloa macra

These grasses have the potential to play a pumber- :f roles in the rangelands.

1. They may be sown after removal of wooar: %22ds.  An importast aspect of an
integrated woody weed conlrol programme 1 mizagement of the herbaceous layer
and cstablishing perennial grasses is a witar gzt of this,

2. They may be used to improve rangelands w=zre pecreonial grasses have been
reduced. In many arcas pative pereonial g-isses have been almost eliminated.
Replacing them is important from animal proogution and land conservation points of
view,

3, They may be used as pasture species on ciziza-zd country after a cropping phase.
Currently, there are no pasture species thaz: zan be recommended for sowing in
semi-arid red soil country.

Before their potential can be realised, we must ovy:=ome problems related to obtaining

seed and getting plants to germinate and establish.  T:wards this end, the work at Trangie
is currently focussing on:

L. obtaining adequate seed supplies for =ziceriments and field trials;

I describing the germination characterrics of seed of the eight species,
particularly responses to temperature  &nd post harvesl trealment:

I11. devising the technology necessary for: =comomical establishment of pastures
of these grasses;
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