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Introduction

Murex medic (Medicago murex) cv. Zodiac is a new temperate annual pasture
legums with an ability teo grow well on soils too acid for other medics. An
experiment was established on & red-brown earth at Forbes Yo compare the
persistence and productivity of murex medic te subterranean, balansa, and
Persian clover.

Results and discussion

In the establishment year dry matter production of murex wds superior to
the other lines, with the number of seeds set equal to the best subclover
cultivars. Hardseed breakdown over summer was slower in murex than in the
other lines; as a result regeneraticn of murex was poor in the first vear
alfter sowing and weeds were able to invade, reducing murex dry matter
production.

Provided sufficient seed was set in the first year, the advantage of
hardseed in murex would become apparent feollowing one or more dry seasons
where seed production was greatly restricted. Te mimie this situation =&
portien of each plot was sprayed out using a mixture of Roundup/Dicamba to
prevent any seed set in 1988; thus only seed set in the first year (1987)
could regenerate. In these sprayed out areas murex regeneration in 1989
was superior to all the other lines tested.

When grown on the heavy, red-brown earth soil, murex was able to develop
more roots albt depth than subterranean or Perslan clover. Moreover, when
grown on lighter textured soils, murex has roots deeper in the scil profile
than subclover. Deep roots and/or more reoots at depth may result in murex
remaining green longer into spring than a subclover with similar maturity.

Murex has  different management requirements to subclover for the
maintenance of productivity. Once these requirements are better understood
murex may have an important rele to play in farming systems in the central-
west of N&W.



